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IN THE CLAIMS 

Kindly amend the following claims as indicated. 
1 . (Withdrawn) A rudder assembly including a mounting plate mounted to a boat stem 

pivotally about a vertical axis, a rudder mounted to the mounting plate pivotally 

about a first horizontal axis movable between a lowered position and raised po6ttion» 

and a tiller attached to the rudder pivotally about a second horizontal axis, the 

improvement comprising, 

the tiller attached to the rudder by a cratrol plate between the tiller and the rudder to 
which the tiller is rigidly attached and to which the rudder is pivotally attached about the 
secmd horizontal axis, 

the first horizontal axis above and forward &om the second horizontal axis v^en 

the rudder is in its lowered position, 
an inclined numer on the mounting plate at its top facii^ generally toward the 
stem, 

a spring biasing the mdder to its lowered position, 

a gaide on the tiller slidable on the runner, resting at the base of the incline when 
the rudder is in its lowered position, 

whereas the rudder rotates away from its lowered position when its distal end 
strikes an object or \^en the tiller pulls the rudder from its lowered position, 
the rodder pivoting on both first and second horizontal axes raising the 
second horizontal axis and the control plate relative to the first h(»izontal 
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axis and the mounting plate, therein lifting the tiller, the guide sliding on the 
runner, the ludder returning to its lowered position under bias of the spring 
when the rudder passes over said object unless the object causes the rudder to 
rotate such that the guide is lifted beyond and disengages from the runner, in 
which case the guide is reset manually to the runner or continued to be 
rotated by the tiller to its raised position. 

2. (Withdrawn) The rudder assembly of claim 1 fiirther comprising a hook on the stem 
directed away from the rudder to which the tillo" is secured in maintaining the rudder 
in its raised position. 

3. (Withdrawn) The rudder assembly of claim 1 in which the tiller ftuther comprises a 
tubular inner member telescoping from a tubular outer member and fiirther 
comprising said spring in the outer member biasing the inner member into the outer 
member, therein urging the rudder to its lowered position. 

4. (Withdrawn) The rudder assembly of claim 1 in which the rudder is pivotally 
connected to the mounting plate on a first nidder pivot pin at the firet horizontal axis 
at the rudder proximal end. 

5. (Withdrawn) The rudder assembly of claim 1 in which the Control plate includes an 
interface surface engaging the mounting plate, the mounting plate stopping 
downward rotation of the control plate at the rudder lowered position. 

6. (Withdrawn) The rudder assembly of claim 3 in which 
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the rudder is pivotally connected to the mounting plate on a first rudder pivot pin at 
the first horizontal axis at the rudder proximal end; 

the control plate includes an interface surface engaging the mounting plate» the 
moimting plate stopping downward rotation of the control plate at the rudder 
lowered position and further includes a shoulder on its upper end over vAiidh 
the interface surface slides when the tiller pulls the control plate, the control 
plate rotating with the shoulder as a fulcrum of control plate rotation. 
7. (currently amended) A catamaran haviim horizontal l eft and right hulls connected in 
parallel, a main sail on a mast, a jib, and a rudder assembly, the improvement 
comprising, 

a main spar releasably horizontally c onnected centrally between the two hulls, the 
mast removably attached le4hereto at a mast proximal end. 

a stem spar releasably coimected horizontally between the two hulls at the catamaran 
astern from the main spar, 

a platform between the main spar and the stem spar, 

and wherein the rudder assembly comprises a rudder hingedly attached removably to 
each hull stm with a tiller extending from each rudder toward the rear spar» 
adapted to move the rudder on a vertical axis in steering the catamaran, and a 
tiller arm interconnecting the tillers at their distal end such that lateral movement 
of the tiH&r arm causes the rudders to move on their veitical axes, 
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a bow spar releasably connected horizontallv b^ween the two hulls at the catamaran 
forward fiom the main spar, 

three lines, oomprising first and second stem lines and a bow line, connected to the 
mast intermediate its length and spaced apart from the main spar, said first and 
second stem lines connected between first and second hulls, respectively. 
stemward of Ae main soar, and the bow line releasablv connected to the bow 
' spar, the lines together securing the mast vertical, perpendicular to the main soar, 
and with the t>ow line released from the bow spar the mast lowers fiom vqlical to 
horizontal, such that during assembly the bow soar supports and pulls the mast 
from horizontal effectively parallel to the horizontal spars to vertical effectively 
perpendicular to the horizontal main spar and then connects to the hulls forward 
of the main spar, the three lines then maintaining the mast vertical until the bow 
spar is released upon which it lowers the mast under control from vertical to 
horizontal. 

gtom linoo oonnooted bctwoon oaoh of tho firot and oooond hullo otomword of tho nmin 




liato itD length and ppaood apart from tho main spar, 



and 0 bow line oonnccted b e tw ee n th e most intermediat e its length and tho bow 



opar ouoh that during oatomoran aooombly tho bow opar pullo tho maot attaohod to 



tho main opor at ito proirimol end from horizontal to vcrticHd and then oonnooto to 



the hulls forward of tho main spar» th e thr ee lin e s then maintaining tho mast 
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veitiool until th e bow spar io releas e d upon wfaioh it lowers the amst-imder 

oontrol from vertical to horizonlol r 
8. (cunrentlv amended^ A catamaran having horizontal left and right hulls omnected in 
parallel a main sail on a mast a iib. and a rudder assemblv, the improvement 
comprising, 

a main soar releasablv horizontally connected CCTtrallv between the two hulls, the 
mast removably attached te4hereto at a mast proximal end. 

a stCTi soar releasablv connected horizontally b^een the two hulls at the catamaran 
astern from the main spar. 

ai platform between the main spar and the stmi spar, 

and ^iierein the rudder assembly cOTiiyrises a rudder hineedlv attached removably to 
eadi hull stem with a tiller extending from each rudder toward the rear soar, 
adapted to move the rudder on a vertical axis in steering the catamaran, and a 
tiller arm interconnecting the tillers at their distal end such that lateral movement 
of the tiller arm causes the rudders to move on their vertical axes. 

a bow spar releasablv connected horizontally between the two hulls at the catamaran 
forward from the main spar. 

The oatomoron of olttim 7 w herein the mast includes a vertical slot opening at the 
mast proxiinal end and further comprising a cord in a closed lot^ attaching the 
mast proxiinal aid to the main ^ar by wrapping a lead portion of the loop from a 
main spar mast side around the main spar and back to the main spar mast side 

-10- 



PAOe ima - RCVD at insom 2:17:17 PM HBamni Stmdard nme]* BVHUISPTOCFXIIPoIM •omrtTSSSOS * CaOzOavM L. Ttogey * DURATION (niMft):0«46 



From: David L.tlngey ToiFaxtfl 703 B72 9308 



. Oate: 1/1B«2005 Time: 11:17:34 AM 



Page 12 of 24 



/^>pltcajit: Morelock 
Serial No.: 10/606^75 
FUed: 06/24/2003 

Title: KICKDOWN CATAMARAN 
Examinen Vasudeva, ^ay 
Page]] of 23 

passing through a tail portion of the loop and then through the mast slot, the lead 
portion of the loop being releasably fastened in the mast slot, securing it 
alongside the main spar. 

9. (Previously presented) The catamanm of daim 8 fiirther comprising a ball 

lead portion of the loop larger than the mast slot the fastens the loop lead portion in 
the slot by passing the lead portion of the loop under the mast and upward into the 
slot, the loop passing through the slot from the ball on one mast side to the main spar 
<mthe opposite mast side, the mast. 

10. (Previously presented) The catamaran of claim 7 wherein the platform comprises a 
trampoline. 

1 1. (currently amended) A catamaran having horizontal left and right hulls connected in 
parallel, a main sail on a mast a iib. and a rudder assembly, the improvement 
comprising, 

a main soar releasablv horizontally connected centrally between the two hulls, the 
mast removably attached te-thereto at a mast proximal end, 

a stem soar releasably connected horizontally between the two hulls at the catamaran 
astern from the main spar, 

a platform between the main soar and the stem spar, 

and wherein the rudder assembly comprises a rudder hingedlv attached removably to 
eadi hull stem with a tiller extending from each rudder toward the rear spar, 
adapted to move the rudder on a vertical axis in steering the catamaran, and a 
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tiller ami interconnecting the tillers at their distal end such that lateral movemeni 
of the tiller arm causes the rudders to move on their vertical axes. 

a bow spar reieasablv connected horizontally between the two hulls at the catamaran 
forward from the main soar. 

Tho oatomoron of oloini 8 further comprising 

a plurality of trampoline straps extending from a trampoline rearward edge and 
ending in a fastener first part, 

a plurality of stem spar straps adjustable in length and extending from a stem spar 
forward edge and ending in a fastener second part adapted to engage the fastener 
first party the tran^line tightened between the main spar and the stem spar by 
adjusting the length of the plurality of stem spar straps. 

12. (Previously presented) The catamaran of claim 1 1 wherein the trampoline further 
comprises a second trampoline loop at the tranq)oline rearward edge with a dowel 
running therethrough, disposed to distribute tension from the plurality of straps 
across the trampoline rearward edge. 

1 3 . (currently amended) The catamaran of claim 8 11. further comprising at least one 
lo<^»ed jib strap sewn into the trampoline into M4iich tbe^'ib can be quickly inserted 
and removed manually. 
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14. (currently amended) A catamaran having horizontal left and right hulls connected in 
paralleL a main sail on a mast, a jib, and a rudder assembly, the improvement 
cQffipiiisin^, 

a main si>ar releasablv horizontally connected centrally between the two hulls, the 

mast removably attadied le4hereto at a mast proximal end, 
a stCTn spar releasablv connected horizontally between the two hulls at the catamaran 

astern from the main spar, 
a platform between the main spar and the stem spar. 

and wherein the rudder assmibly comprises a rudder hineedlv attadted rCTiovablv to 
each hull stem with a tiller extending from each rudder toward the rear sp ar. 
adapted to move the rudder on a vertical axis in steering the catamaran, and a 
tiller arm interconnecting the tillers at their distal end sudi that lateral movement 
of the tiller arm causes the rudders to move on their vertical axes. 

a bow spar releasablv connected horizontally between the two hulls at the catamaran 
forward from the main spar, and 

The oatomanm of olaim 7 fiirthor oomprising a first set of two threaded rods upward 
from each hull over vAnch matdiing holes in the main spar fit» removably 
secured thereon with main spar knobs with threaded holes that engage the 
threaded rods for quick, hand assembly and knockdown. 
1 3. (curr^y amended) The catamaran of claim 7- 14 further comprising a second set of 

two threaded rods upward from each hull over which matching holes in the stem spar 
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a bow spar releasably connected borizontallv between the two hulls at the catamaran 
forward &om the main spar, 

three lines, comprising first and second stem lines and a bow line, oonnected to the 
mast intermediate its length and spaced apart from the main spar, said first and 
second stem lines connected between first and second hulls. respeOivelv^ 
stemward of the main soar, and the bow line releasablv connected to the bow 
spar, the lines together securing the mast vertical, perpendicular to the main soar. 
and with the bow line released fiom the bow spar the mast lowers from vertical to 
horizontal, such that during assembly the bow spar supports and pulls the mast 
from horizontal effectively parallel to the horizontal spars to vertical eflTectivelv 
perpendicular to the h orizontal main spar and then connects to the hulls forward 
of the main spar, t he three lines then maintaining the mast vertical until the bow 
spar is released utxm which it lowers the mast under control from vertical to 
horizontal. 

atom linoo oonnootod botwoon oaoh of tho first and oooond hulto atcrnword of tho main 
qjoff and the moot intennodioto ito length and cpaood apart from the main spar, 
and 0 bow line oonnected between the moart intcimediato its length and tho bow 
opor ouoh that during catamaran aooombly tho bow spar pulto tho moflt attaohod to 
tho main opar at ito proximal end fi om horizontal to vortioal and then oonnoota to 
the hulls fbrward of the main spar, tho thr e e lines then maintainiiig the mast 
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fit. removably secured thereon with stmt spar knobs with threaded holes thai engage 
the threaded rods for quick, hand assembly and knockdown. 
16. (Previously presented) The catamaran of claim 7 in which the rudder assembly 
comprises 

a mounting plate mounted pi votally to each hull stem about a vertical axis, a rudder 
mounted to the mounting plate pivotally about a first horizontal axis movable between a 
lowered position and raised position, and a tiller attached to each rudder pivotally about a 
second horizontal axis, the rudder pivotally connected to the mounting plate on a Rist rudder 
pivot pin at the first horizontal axis at iht rudd^ proximal end, 

eadi tiller attached to eadi nidder, respectively, by a control plate between the tiller 
and the rudder to which the tiller is rigidly attached and to which the rudder is pivotally 
attached aboirt the second horizontal axis, 

the first horizontal axis above and spaced apart firom the second horizontal axis 

when the rudder is in its lowered position,, 
an inclined runner on the mounting plate at its top facing generally toward the 
stem, 

a guide on the tiller slidable on the runner, resting at the base of the incline when 
the rudder is in its lowered position, 

whereas the rudder rotates away Brom its lowered position vfhcn its distal end 
strikes an object or when the tiller pulls the rudder fixon its lowered position, 
the rudder pivoting on both first and second horizontal axes raising the 
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second horizontal axis and the control plate relative to the first horizontal 
axis and the mounting plate, therein lifting the tiller, the guide sliding on the 
runno-, the rudder returning to its lowered position under bias of a spring 
vAxen the rudder passes over said object unless the object causes the rudder to 
rotate such that the guide is lifted beyond and disengages &om the runner, in 
^ich case the gui<te is reset manually to the runner or continued to be 
rotated by the tiller to its raised position, 
the tillo* comprising a tubular inner memb^ telescoping from a tubular outer 
mraib^ and fiuther comprising said spring in the outer monber biasing the 
inner member into the outer member, therein urging the rudder to its lowered 
position, 

the control plate including an interface surface engaging the mounting plate, the 
mounting plate slopping downward rotation of the control plate at the rudder 
lowered position; and fiirther includes a shoulder on its upper end over which 
the interface surface slides v/hen the tiller pulls the control plate, the control 
plate rotating with the shoulder as a fulcrum of control plate rotatiorL 
1 7. (Previously presented) The method of assembling a catamaran amenable to facile 
knodcdown fi*om conqxments that include left and right hulls having a first set of two 
threaded rods extending upward from each hull, centrally in the hull, a second set of 
two threaded rods upward from each hull aston in the hull, and a hinge first part on 
each hull st^ disposed to hingedly receive a mdder assembly having a hing^ second 
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part; two rudder assemblies each with a hinge second part; a main sail on a mast thai 
has v^ical slot on one mast side at the mast proximal end longitudinal with the mast 
opening at the mast proximal end; a jib, a main spar with a pair of holes in each main 
^>ar end matching the first set of two threaded rods in each huU; a stem spar with a 
pair of holes in each main spar end matching the second set of two threaded rods in 
each hull; a trampoline secured to the main spar, a tiller arm; a bow spar, stem lines; 
and a bow line; a cord; a plurality of trampoline straps extending from a trampoline 
rearward edge and ending in a fastener fuist part; a plurality of stem q>ar straps 
adjustable in lengdi and extending from a stem spar ferward edge and ending in a 
fiutener second part adapted to engage the fastener first part; a plurality of knobs 
with threaded holes matching the threaded rods of the hulls; comprising the following 
steps: 

(a) with the hulls in parallel, connecting the two hulls with the main spar, the 
first set of two threaded rods upward from each hull passing through the pair 
of holes in each main spar end; 

(b) removably threading knobs over first set of two threaded rods central in each 
hull; 

(c) connecting the two hulls with the stem spar, the second set of two threaded 
rods upward fi^m each hull passing through the pair of holes in each stem 
spar end, as the mast attadied to the stem ^>ar by the stem lines is brought to 
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first and second hulls stemwaid of the main spar and the mast intermediate 
its length and spaced apart from the main spar together with the bow line 
maintaining the mast vertical as guy lines. 

18. (Pmeviously presented) The method of claim 17 further including the stq> tying the 
mast extmsion to the main spar with the mast alongside the main spar by wrapping 
tiie cord around the main spar and passing it throu^ the slot, fastening it therein 
such that the cord passing through the slot is |H-evented from returning out of the slot 
back toward the main spar. 

19. (Withdrawn) The method of releasing a rudder mounted pivotally to a boat stem 
from its lowered position such that it lifts vAien going forward and inq)acts an object 
below wateriine and returns to its lowered position upon passing the object, 
comprising the following steps: 

(a) Lnstalling a mounting plate betwem the rudder and the boat stern with the 
mounting plate mounted to the stem hingedly about a vertical axis» mounting 
plate having an inclined runner on the mounting plate at its top facing 
g^erally toward the stem; 

(b) Mounting the rudder to the moiuittng plate pivotaUy about a first horizontal 
axis with the rudder movable on the first horizontal axis between a lowered 
position and raised position, the rudder rotating away from its lowered 
position on the first horizontal axis when its distal end strikes an object; 
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(c) Connecting the rudder pivotably to a control plate about a second horizontal 
axis, the first horizontal axis above and spaced upaii from the second 
horizontal axis when the rudder is in its lowered position; 

(d) Connecting a tiller to the control plate rigidly, 

(e) Guiding the rudder fiom its lowered position to a raised position and 
returning to its low^ed poshion through a guide on the tiller urged against 
the runner on which it slides up and down as the rudder lifts and lowers, 
resting at the base of the incline when the rudder is in its lowered position, 

the nidder pivoting on both first and second horizontal axes raising the ^ 
second horizontal axis and the control plate relative to the first horizontal 
axb and the mounting plate, therein lifting the tiller with the guide sliding on 
the runner, the rudder returning to its lowered position under bias of a spring 
when the rudder passes over said object 
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